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Say What? Is there a Baptismal Formula? 

Steve Higginbotham 
 
The headlines read, “Thousands of Baptisms Invalidated.” Apparently, a Catholic priest in Arizona 
has been using the wrong words while performing baptism ceremonies. Allegedly, thousands of baptisms 
have been invalidated because this priest used the word “we” instead of “I” in his ceremony. 
According to the Catholic church, this priest was obligated to say, “I baptize you…,” but instead, he was 
saying, “We baptized you…”. According to the Catholic church, those who have been baptized with the 
incorrect words spoken over them must be “re-baptized” properly for their baptism to have any efficacy. 
This news story raises a couple of questions that I have heard many Christians ask? 
Are there specific words that must be spoken at the time of one’s baptism? Typically, you will 
hear a preacher say that he is baptizing a person, “in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” Oth-
ers contend that this is unscriptural and one must say he is baptizing “in the name of Jesus.” The truth of 
the matter is that there is no formula that must be stated when one is baptized. Actually, nothing has to 
be said. God’s word instructs us to baptize “in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit” (Matthew 
28:19-20) and to baptize “in the name of Jesus Christ” (Acts 2:38), but note carefully — this is what we 
are to do, not what we are to say!  There is not a single verse in the Bible that gives instruction con-
cerning what the one administering the baptism must say. The important thing is what the person is do-
ing, not what is being said over him. For example, Paul stated that we are to “do all in the name of the 
Lord” (Colossians 3:17). Now, does that require we must say, “in the name of the Lord” every time we do 
anything? Imagine, one picks up a cup of water and must say, “in the name of the Lord;” swallows and 
must say, “in the name of the Lord;” puts the cup down and must say, “in the name of the Lord” etc. 
Surely you see the difference in what one must “do” and one must “say.” The Bible contains no formula 
that must be stated upon one’s baptism. Then why do we say anything while baptizing a person? Because 
it is a good teaching opportunity. It’s a perfect time to tell others what this person is doing. 

 Can the administrator invalidate one’s baptism? For instance, “What if he says something 
wrong, as in the news story?” or “What if he is secretly a charlatan and not a genuine disciple of Jesus?” 
Again, the Bible places no importance on the administrator of baptism, but upon the understanding of the 
one being baptized. Imagine what it would require to have security in one’s own salvation if the character 
of the baptizer was essential. If this were true, I would need to know the genuine character of the person 
who baptized me, as well as the person who baptized him, and follow that line all the way back to Pente-
cost! Consider this line of reasoning… 

 It is possible for one to know he is saved (1 John 5:13). 

 It is impossible for the one being baptized to know the genuineness of the one doing the baptizing. 
We can’t know what is hidden in another man’s heart (1 Corinthians 2:11). 

 Therefore, the genuineness of the one doing the baptizing is not essential for one to know that he is 
saved. 
The important thing in baptism is what the one being baptized understands. He must have “faith in the 
operation of God” (Colossians 2:12) and “obey from the heart” (Romans 6:17). As for the administrator, 
God’s word gives no instructions as to who this is to be and what he must say or know. 

Source: www.preachinghelp.org 
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SERVING SCHEDULE: 

Worship Coordinator:  Dec: Richard 

Lee Davis  Jan: Darren Parks 

Dec 4 

Morning Worship:   

Announce/Prayer: Larry Butcher 

Song Leader:  Jodi Mote 

Usher/Monitor:  Melvin Truax 

Usher/Monitor:   Richard Lee 

Communion:   Darren Parks 

Closing Prayer:   Caleb Parsley 

Evening Worship:   

Announce/Prayer:  Larry Butcher 

Song Leader:   Jodi Mote 

Communion:   Darren Parks 

Closing Prayer:   Caleb Parsley 

Wednesday   Dec 7 

Announce/Prayer: Larry Butcher 

Song Leader:  Jodi Mote 

Closing Prayer: Karson Elrod 

 
 

Dec  11 

Morning Worship:   

Announce/Prayer: Hal Powell 

Song Leader:  Connor Lancaster 

Usher/Monitor:  Elmer Burns 

Usher/Monitor:   Richard  Davis 

Communion:   Brian Mercer 

Closing Prayer:   Lew Wilson 

Evening Worship:   

Announce/Prayer:  Hal Powell 

Song Leader:   Connor Lancaster 

Communion:   Brian Mercer 

Closing Prayer:   Lew Wilson 

Wednesday   Dec  14 

Announce/Prayer: Hal Powell 

Song Leader:  Connor Lancaster 

Closing Prayer: Lane Perkins 

 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events: 

* The teens will be meeting after AM 

service today to assemble and deliv-

er the baskets.  Lunch will be pro-

vided.  

*Dec 11th following evening service 

there will be a holiday party for all 

ages of children in the fellowship 

room. Please bring a $10 or less gift 

that is gender neutral. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you or someone you know would like to 

receive the bulletin via email, send request  

to: office@deweyavechurchofchrist.org 

Any updates for the bulletin, please con-

tact: Terri Parks (304) 299-1650 or  

 terrinazerod@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

PRAYER LIST: 

*Keep Madeline McFadden in your 

prayers as she recovers from foot 

amputation surgery. 

* Betty Wilson is improving and has 

been moved to Stone Rise in Bel-

mont. 

*Dave Parks is recovering from suc-

cessful knee replacement surgery. 

**************************************

*Ruth Eddy,  Fay Williams, Jane Ann 

Becker, Larry Truax, Charlotte Wil-

son, Gerald Burns, Rodney Ramsey,  

Neva Wright,  Betty Wilson, Lorraine 

Dutton, Gail Mote, Sandy Mote, Jane 

Ann Becker, John Rockhold, Evelyn 

Hall, Colleen Kiester, Bobbie Yost, 

Cecil Cline, Madeline McFadden, 

Diane Shingler, Lisa Westbrook 

Smith,  Harold Barnhart, and Carolyn 

Rule. 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH CORNER 

*CYC Conference Feb 24-26 in Pi-

geon Forge, TN. For those interest-

ed, must let Carlos know if you’re 

wanting to attend by Nov.30th. 

*All teens needed Dec. 4th to as-

semble and deliver holiday baskets. 

*Dec 11th following evening service 

there will be a holiday party for all 

ages of children in the fellowship 

room. Please bring a $10 or less gift 

that is gender neutral. 

 


