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Praying for a Hedge of Thorns 
 

Steve Higgenbotham 
Today, I read a memoir of a man who lived and died over 200 years ago. His name was 
John Carrol, and he died at the young age of twenty-two years. Instead of being bitter 
about his circumstances (e.g., the death of both his parents and his illnesses), he was 
somehow able to give thanks for his adversities. What shaped his way of thinking was a 
lesson he learned from a “hedge of thorns” near his house that had kept him from trou-
ble as a young boy. 
I was moved by this young man’s spiritual strength and even more moved when I read 
what God said through the prophet Hosea, “I will hedge up your way with 
thorns, And wall her in so that she cannot find her paths” (Hosea 2:6). In this 
passage, God was declaring what he would do to help keep the nation of Israel faithful 
to him. He said he would hedge them up with thorns! Not only would this hedge provide 
protection from the enemies of Israel, but it would also keep Israel from herself! 

I’m sure all of us have walked through the woods and gotten tied up in thorns. These 
incidents may have torn our clothes and left us a little bloody, but they also probably 
caused us to backtrack our steps. You see, some paths just aren’t worth it. The thorns 
are too painful, so we reverse our course. 
It’s for this reason, I believe we should be praying for God to give us a “Hedge of 
Thorns.” It’s a frightening prayer, but one that needs to be prayed by those who are 
truly seeking God. Are you willing to experience pain if it will keep you from sin and help 
you live a holy life? Are you willing to suffer if it will aid you in staying focused on Heav-
en? According to Hosea 2:6, this is something God is willing to do for us. 

I pray that God will make it too painful for… 
 The church to abandon the doctrine of God for the doctrines of men. 

 The church to eradicate gender-based role distinctions to appease a culture that 
can’t even define what a man and a woman are. 
 The church to ignore hard commands but be content to obey the rest. 

 Christians to abandon a life of holiness for a life of worldliness. 

 Christians to seek the approval of men over the approval of God. 
Personally, I pray that God will hedge me in with thorns so painful I would never want 
to leave his path. I also pray that God will hedge my children in with thorns that will 
convince them that a life of sin isn’t worth it. I want all of us to be reminded by the pain 
of the thorns, to walk with God, and never stray. I want to learn to appreciate the 
thorns of life for their protection from my enemies as well as the protection they provide 
me from myself. God, Hedge us in with thorns! 
 
Source: preachinghelp.org 
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SERVING SCHEDULE: 

Worship Coordinator:  Nov: Clay 

Perkins  Dec: Richard Lee Davis 

Nov  20 

Morning Worship:   

Announce/Prayer:  Hal Powell 

Song Leader:  Darren Parks 

Usher/Monitor:  Elmer Burns 

Usher/Monitor:   Tom Becker 

Communion:   Dave Lancaster 

Closing Prayer:   Larry Butcher 

Evening Worship:   

Announce/Prayer:  Hal Powell 

Song Leader:   Darren Parks 

Communion:   Dave Lancaster 

Closing Prayer:   Larry Butcher 

Wednesday   Nov 23 

Announce/Prayer:   Hal Powell 

Song Leader:   Darren Parks 

Closing Prayer:   Joe Elrod 

 
 

Nov  27 

Morning Worship:   

Announce/Prayer: Camaron L. 

Song Leader:  Caleb Parsley 

Usher/Monitor:  Clay Perkins 

Usher/Monitor:   Connor L. 

Communion:   Carlos Molina 

Closing Prayer:   Lew Wilson 

Evening Worship:   

Announce/Prayer:  Camaron L. 

Song Leader:   Caleb Parsley 

Communion:   Carlos Molina 

Closing Prayer:   Lew Wilson 

Wednesday   Nov 23 

Announce/Prayer: Camaron L. 

Song Leader:  Caleb Parsley 

Closing Prayer: Lane Perkins 

 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 Please look at the rough draft of 

the 2023 church calendar locat-

ed in the back of the auditorium. 

We had to re-print the Oct and 

Nov sheet that went missing, so 

please double-check if you have 

an event during those two 

months. Calendars will be print-

ed soon.  

 

 The teens will be collecting 

items for the holiday baskets If 

you are able to help by donating 

items, please sign up in the back 

of the foyer. Items should be 

brought in no later than Nov 30. 

Baskets will be delivered first 

week of December. 

 The teens will be meeting after 

AM service Dec 4 to assemble 

and deliver the baskets.  Lunch 

will be provided.  

 

 

If you or someone you know would like to 

receive the bulletin via email, send request  

to: office@deweyavechurchofchrist.org 

Any updates for the bulletin, please con-

tact: Terri Parks (304) 299-1650 or  

 terrinazerod@hotmail.com 

 

PRAYER LIST: 

* Betty Wilson is improving from a 

gallbladder infection. She is in the 

SICU at Ruby Memorial.  

*Carmen Powell’s sister Beth Hess  

was able to return home on Thurs-

day. 

*Jane Ann Becker is having cancer 

treatments every 3 weeks. 

**************************************

*Ruth Eddy,  Fay Williams, Larry 

Truax, Charlotte Wilson, Gerald 

Burns, Rodney Ramsey,  Neva 

Wright,  Betty Wilson, Lorraine Dut-

ton, Gail Mote, Sandy Mote, Jane 

Ann Becker, John Rockhold, Evelyn 

Hall, Colleen Kiester, Bobbie Yost, 

Cecil Cline, Madeline McFadden, 

Diane Shingler, Lisa Westbrook 

Smith,  Harold Barnhart, and Carolyn 

Rule. 

YOUTH CORNER 

 CYC Conference Feb 24-26 in 

Pigeon Forge, TN. For those in-

terested, must let Carlos know if 

you’re wanting to attend by 

Nov.30th. 

 All teens needed Dec. 4th to as-

semble and deliver holiday bas-

kets. 

 

 


