Those Serving:

Feb 9th
Morning Worship:
Announcements: Dave Lancaster

Song Leader: Connor Lancaster

Ushers/Monitors: Rodney Ramsey, Mel-
vin Truax

Communion: Brian Mercer, Hal Powell,
Jesse Barnhart, Bill Dutton, Stephen
Hays, Ed Wilson

Reading and Prayer: Camaron Lancaster
Closing Prayer: Thomas Kessinger

Door Greeters: Ruth Ann Keith, Shirley
Hearn

Evening Worship:

Communion: Glenn Stewart

Reading & Prayer: Larry Butcher

Closing Prayer: Tom Becker
Wednesday:

Song Leader: Joe Elrod

Prayer: Dave Parks

Closing Prayer: Melvin Truax

Feb 16th
Morning Worship:
Announcements: Hal Powell
Song Leader: Darren Parks

Ushers/Monitors: Don Archer, Tom Beck-
er

Communion: Larry Butcher, Gerald Burns,
Karson Elrod, Ethan Davis, Richard Lee
Davis, Elmer Burns

Reading and Prayer: Thomas Kessinger
Closing Prayer: Caleb Parsley

Door Greeters: Rodney & Debbie Ramsey

Evening Worship:
Communion: Lew Wilson
Reading & Prayer: Clay Perkins
Closing Prayer: Brian Mercer
Wednesday:
Song Leader: Caleb Parsley
Prayer: Gerald Burns
Closing Prayer: Joe Elrod
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Worship Coordinator:
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Leadership

Elders Dave Lancaster(304) 684-3265, Dave Parks(304) 299-1283, Hal Powell

304) 684-3923, Melvin Truax(304) 684-7921, Lew Wilson(304) 684-3992

Deacons Richard Lee Davi§304) 299-5400, Joe Elrod(304) 659-3205, Brian Mercer(304) 684-

9587, Darren Parks(304) 684-1141, Clay Perking304) 494-5394

Minister. Dale Parsley740) 485-1607

Dewey Avenue Church of Christ

701 Dewey Ave.

St. Marys, WV. (304) 684-3939 -

February 9, 2020

Beneficial or Sinful?

By Dale Parsley

Gossip is a sin so common we probably don’t even realize when we do it. We're exposed to it
daily through friends, at work, on TV and in the Tabloids. Gossiping is a multi-million-dollar
business!

Last year, the Mayor of Binalonan, Phillipines implemented a law for his small-town banning
gossip. Idle chat, he notes that often gets worse in the summer time when residents gather
under palm trees, can carry an offense of 500 pesos, as well as picking up trash for an after-
noon.

Even though such a law would be very difficult to fairly enforce; and could make it easier for
the government to cover up corruption, it still may remind those who seek to follow Jesus to
be watchful of what they choose to hear and repeat.

What does the Bible say about gossip? For starters, it admits gossiping is entertaining and
interesting. Proverbs 18:8, “The words of a whisperer are like delicious morsels; they go
down into the inner parts of the body.” Yet it does much harm to others: Proverbs 16:28, “A
dishonest man spreads strife, and a whisperer separates close friends;” as well as self,
“Whoever meddles in a quarrel not his own is like one who takes a passing dog by the

ears” (Proverbs 26:17).

When is negative information repeated about another sinful or beneficial? Before we repeat
something, consider the golden rule (Matthew 7:12). Would I want someone to repeat such
information about me? Is it in the best interest of another? In other words, what is my over-
all intent? Is it for advice? Is it out of love? Proverbs 17:9, “Whoever covers an offense seeks
love, but he who repeats a matter separates close friends.” There are times out of love we
must warn others for their benefit (Romans 16:17-18). Love is the greatest motive as to when
something should be revealed or hidden.

Remember, “Whoever keeps his mouth and his tongue keeps himself out of trou-

ble” (Proverbs 21:23). That’s why God warns about even associating with one who goes
about slandering others (Proverbs 20:19). And just because we hear something, does not
mean we have to repeat it. Proverbs 26:20, “For lack of wood the fire goes out, and where
there is no whisperer, quarreling ceases.”

References: Small town in Philippines banning gossip, 6abc.com/5272769/


https://6abc.com/5272769/
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*Secret Sister forms are in the back of auditorium. Please fill out and putitin

ple folder on the table.

*4th,5th, 6th grade class is accepting twin sized blankets to donate to the Pott
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tact Marci Davis.

*Ashley Leber is having twins! Baby Shower whHidlel5 at Jer e mi
House in Marietta at 2pm. Everyone is welcome! Please RSVP to Tom Becke
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