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Upcoming Gospel Meet-

ings: and Area Wide Sings 

*Rockport church of Christ 
Gospel Meeting, October 2-5.  

*The Weirton Heights church of 
Christ Gospel Meeting, October 

9-13.  

Sistersville (Oxford St.) church 
of Christ Gospel Meeting, Octo-

ber 9-12. 

* West Virginia School of 
Preaching Lectureship on Octo-

ber 23-27.   

*More info and details on the 
above events and more upcom-
ing events posted on the back 

bulletin.  
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 Is Halloween a Sin? 

by Dale Parsley 

Well is it?  It can be.  A person can do sinful things on Halloween (just like 
they can do any other time).  For instance, if a person during this time sacri-
fices an animal to a pagan idol or decides to destroy property then certainly 
they are sinning.  However, are the typical customs that are done on Hal-
loween in and of themselves sinful?  Some have argued that “trick or treat-
ing” and other Halloween traditions are sinful because the origin of Hallow-
een is pagan.     

The origin of Halloween does appear to be pagan.  Many point out that one 
of the festivals that the Celts and Druids celebrated was Samhain, which 
was done after the final harvest and lasted for 3 days (October 31st – No-
vember 2nd ).  During this time it was believed that the dead could come 
back to the earth and haunt the living.  In response to this, some would ap-
pease these haunting spirits by giving them a gift or a treat to make them go 
away; while others would deceive these spirits in wearing a costume to look 
like another spirit; or others would seek to scare these spirits off by hollow-
ing out a gourd or pumpkin and carving a mean or evil face on the vegetable 
and lighting it up by putting a candle inside of it.  

As Catholicism moved through Europe, new converts to the Catholic Church 
struggled with the pagan holidays that they had celebrated all of their 
life.  Pope Gregory IV decided to move All Saints Day around the same time 
of Samhain.   In fact, “[t]he name ‘Halloween’ comes from the All Saints 
Day celebration of the early Christian church, a day set aside for the solemn 
remembrance of the martyrs. All Hallows Eve, the evening before All Saints 
Day, began the time of remembrance. ‘All Hallows Eve’ was eventually con-
tracted to ‘Hallow-e'en,’ which became ‘Halloween.’ 

Allen further notes, “[a]s the centuries passed, Samhain and All Hallows 
Eve mixed together. On the one hand, pagan superstitions gave way to 
‘Christianized’ superstitions and provided more fodder for fear. People be-
gan to understand that the pagan ancestral spirits were demons and the di-
viners were practicing witchcraft and necromancy. On the other hand, the 
festival time provided greater opportunity for revelry. Trick-or-treat became 
a time when roving bands of young hooligans would go house-to-house 
gathering food and drink for their parties. Stingy householders ran the risk 
of a ‘trick’ being played on their property from drunken young people.” 

The point to all of this is just because something has pagan roots and was an 
act of pagan beliefs or worship in the past, does not mean it is the same to-
day.   CONTNUED ON INSIDE…... 

 

Sermon Notes:  



R a d i o  a n d  T V  P r o g r a m s   

Good News of  Peace:  Sundays:  8:00 AM on WRRR 93.9 FM 

Gospel Broadcasting Network:  Dish Network Channel: 9407 (noon); Di-
rect TV Channel: 376 (7:30 AM) 

In Search of  the Lord’s Way:  7:30—Channel 4, Parkersburg; 7:30—Channel 15, Parkersburg; 
8:00— Channel 7, Wheeling; 11:30—Channel 5, Clarksburg 

 w w w . D e w e y A v e n u e c h u r c h o f C h r i s t . o r g  
THOSE SERVING October 2nd: 

Morning Worship:    

Announcements: Larry Butcher     

Song Leader:  Craig Dutton   

Ushers: Thomas Kessinger, Stephen Hays  

Communion: Gerald Burns, Tom Becker, Cole 
Butcher, Jesse Barnhart, Bill Dutton, Elmer Burns   

Reading and Prayer: Dave Parks   

Closing Prayer: Hal Powell   

Door Greeters: Bill Dutton Family, Gerald & Janice 
Burns  

Evening Worship:  

Communion: Melvin Truax  

Prayer: Clay Perkins   

Closing Prayer: Buzz Williams   

  

Wednesday:  

Song leader: Craig Dutton  

Prayer: Connor Lancaster  

Closing Prayer: Melvin Truax  

Prayer Meeting: Tonight at 6:00pm. .  

October 8: Kids Farm Trip. More details to 

come.  

October 11: The Lap Quilters will be meet-

ing at 9:30am in the fellowship room. Any-

one is invited. This will be our last quilting 

session until March 2017. If  anyone knows a 

person who could use a lap quilt please give 

the name/names to one of  the lap quilters. 

**Thank you to anyone who has support-

ed these lap quilts whether it be through 

fabrics, batting, sewing supplies or mon-

etary donations. We have appreciated 

your support very much in this project.  

October 13: Sing at Carehaven @ 7:15pm.  

October 22: Hayride. More details to come.  

********************************* 

 

 

 

*Any updates or information for the bulletin please con-

tact Terri Parks @ 304-684-1141 or email at terrinazel-

rod@hotmail.com 

 Front Article Continued: 

The meaning of festivals and events can change 
over time.  Just because one could trace the 
origin of celebrating birthday’s as pagan does 
not mean you’re intentionally worshipping 
some pagan idol by giving a 4 year old some 
cake, candles and gifts.  Likewise, when people 
today are passing out candy to little kids, they’re 
probably not doing so with the intent to pay off 
evil spirits from haunting them.  Nor are those 
who dress up in costumes trying to fool spirits 
from haunting them too.  So as long as these 
customs are in no way done with the intent to 
celebrate any kind of pagan idol or idea, then 
what is being done is nothing more than partak-
ing in cultural traditions that can actually be 
used as an opportunity to let our Christian 
lights shine. 

References:  Travis Allen, Christians and Halloween, 

www.gty.org/Resources/Articles/A123 

**************************************************** 

***The congregation has selected 4 men to be 

nominated as elders: Dave Lancaster, Lew 

Wilson, Melvin Truax and Hal Powell.  If an-

yone has a Scriptural objection as to why any-

one of these men are not qualified, please see 

Larry, Dave or Dale.  Those who are deemed 

qualified according to the Scriptures, will 

be installed as our new elders Sunday, Octo-

ber 30.  Please continue to pray for the con-

gregation in this event as we seek to please 

God in all that we do.  - Dale P 

   N E W S & N O T E S  
 

*Colleen Kiester continues to recov-
ery at home and having difficulty.  

*Ed Wilson is doing some better.  

* Kathy Lancaster had tests last week. She is still 
waiting on results.  

*Evelyn Hall is still recovering at home.  

*Jessie Williamson is home and recovering after 
surgery early last week.  

 

 

Remember those on our prayer list:  Scott Judge, 

Sue Holland, Evelyn Hall, Marie Newland, Kathy 

Lancaster, Colleen Kiester,, The Butcher Family, 

Geraldine Stewart, Barbara Eddy, Jessie William-

son, Fran Kettren, Richard Parson, Frank Powell,  

Luella Law, Gail Mote, Gene West, Terry Hubner, 

Kenny Lancaster, Bill Duer, Pat Duer, David Nunn 

& Madeline McFadden. Remember those who are 

shut-in, receiving cancer treatments, traveling and 

military.     

 U P DA T E S  

Schedule of Services:  

Sunday:  

Morning:   

Bible Class: 9:30 

Worship: 10:30 

Evening:   

Prayer Meeting: 6:00 

Worship: 6:30 

Wednesday:   

Bible Study: 7:00  

THOSE SERVING October 9th: 
Morning Worship:    

Announcements: Buzz Williams  

Song Leader: Darren Parks  

Ushers: Jason Cuzzen, Jesse Barnhart 

Communion: Dave Lancaster, Lew Wilson, Rodney 
Ramsey, Richard Davis, Ethan Davis, Hunter Wil-
liams  

Reading and Prayer: Clint Perkins  

Closing Prayer: Thomas Kessinger  

Door Greeters: Lew & Lisa Wilson, Melvin & Sue 
Truax  

Evening Worship:  

Communion:  Glenn Stewart 

Prayer: Conner Lancster  

Closing Prayer: Gerald Burns  

 

Wednesday:  

Song leader: Darren Parks 

Prayer:  Larry Butcher  

Closing Prayer: Tom Becker  

http://www.gty.org/Resources/Articles/A123

